CLASSIFICATION Segeen/corepear, ou S, OPTOTAS oNty 
Approved FokRUitRAl EOE ARNE cers __|- 1g 
INFORMATION REPORT cono.  25X1A ¢ 


COUNTRY Bopme CO NF | D E I | i A L DATE DISTR. 28 DEC 50 


SUBJECT Young Men's Buddhist Association NG. OF PAGES = 2. 


pein Ay TO CIA LIBRARE Ss 


ee OF SUPPLEMENT TO 
INFO, REPORT NO. 25X1X 


i, Brfore World War TT, the Young Men's Buddhist Association (YMBA), with 
headquarters in Rangoon, had many branches in Burma, and was in contact 
_ with YMBA organizations in Ceylon and “heilend. In Burma at that time, 
the YMBA, along with Rangoon University, supplied vcractically all of 
Burma's vre-war leadership, 


2 Today, only the headquarters branch in Rangoon is functioning, Lay 
jeaders in various Burmese cities have requested aid in reestablishing 
YVBA branches; and the leaders in Rangoon ere eager to expand the 
organization to combat Communism, to raise moral standards lowered by 
war and insurrection, and to combat the superstitions which have crept 
into the religion and led educated younz Turmans to reject Buddhism 

as an "old women's religion," 


3. The Rangoon YMBA leaders are, however, in many cases, prominent veople 
teo nreoccupied with their regular jobs to spend time in advancing te 
YMBA, 


4. There are about 4CO members in the headcnarters branch at vresent. “ues 
are one rupee per month ver rember. “his money 4s consumed largely in 
the maintenance of the building an? the librery, The organization has 
ne full time secretary. 


>. Tha headcuarters organization consists of a nresident; three vice- 
presidents; a secretary and a treasurer; an executive covneil; and 
Five comvittees: sports, education, religious, library, and finance 
and administration, 


6, Justice T OY PE ig the -restdent of YMBA and seme of the other lead‘ ng 
meinbers are “HAN MYAT, leading Budthist philosopher and Deputiy 
"ecretary of ‘ericulture: U KUN ZAW, former Director of Labor and nov 
& merchant; U MLA "HEIN, a leading Rangoon lawyer and the Secretary cof 
the Supreme Buddhist Councii; U SHU WAUNG, Chief Judge of the Mstrict 
Court; and " CYAN HOON, Attorney-General for the Government of Burme., 


va THAKIN YU and many other prominent Burmese are also interested in 
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